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Telephone: (703) 365-2700
Facsimile: (703) 365-2701
Internet: http//www.atcc.org/

December 6, 2001

Anne O’Connor

CDC Assistant Reports Clearance Officer
1600 Clifton Road

MS-D24

Atlanta, GA 30333

Dear Ms. O’Connor,

The ATCC would like to make a comment in regards to the Proposed Data Collection
that was published in the Federal Register on Thursday, October 11, 2001 [66 FR
51959].

The proposed project, U.S. Action Plan for Laboratory Containment of Wild Polio
viruses: A Pilot Study, would involve a survey of all biomedical laboratories to determine
whether or not they possess wild polio virus infectious and/or potentially infectious
materials. We would like to suggest that the survey also include the possession of
modified polio viruses.

There exists the potential that some modified strains are not attenuated to the point of the
traditional vaccine strains and that some vaccine strains can revert upon laboratory
passage. Therefore, it may be of more value for the CDC to know of all labs that possess
infectious or potentially infectious polio virus in forms other than those to be
administered for vaccination.

Sincerely,

Charles Buck
Collection Scientist

Affiliated Organizations: American Association for Cancer Research, Inc.- American Association of Immunclogists - American Institute of Slological Sciences - American Phytopatholagical Society *
American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology - American Society for Cell Bialogy - American Seciety for Microbiolegy * American Society for Virology * American Society of Agronomy «
American Society of Human Genetics * American Saciety of Parasitologists - American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene + Canadian Federation of Biological Societies - Canadian Society of
Microbiologists « Genefics Society of America - Infectious Diseases Sociaty of America « Mycological Society of America - National Research Council - National Academy of Sciences - Pharmaceutical
Research & Manufacturers of America (PhRMA) + Saciety for Industrial Microbiology + Saciety for Integrative & Comparative Bialogy + Society for In Vitra Biology * Society for Leukacyte Biology *
Society for Neuroscience - Society of Protozoologists - ATCC is a registered trademark of the American Type Cuiture Collection.
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December 20, 2001

Mr, Charles Buck
Collection Scientist

ATCC

10801 University Boulevard
Manassas VA 20110-2209

Dear Mr. Buck:

Thank you for your letter dated December 6, 2001, which suggested that the pilot survey
of US Action Plan for Laboratory Containment of Wild Polioviruses include the
possession of modified polioviruses. We agree.

The WHOQ Global Action Plan for Laboratory Containment of Wild Polioviruses defines
wild polioviruses as field isolates and reference strains derived from polioviruses known
or believed to have circulated persistently in the community. Oral poliovirus vaccine
(OPV) strains are defined as attenuated polioviruses approved for use in oral vaccines by
national control authorities. In effect, any non-Sabin OPV strain is defined as wild.

Sincerely,

o
o

Walter Dowdle, PhD
Directox
Poliovirus Laboratory Containment Preparedness

CC: - Steve Sepe, Associate Director NVPO

U.S. Public Health Scrvice




